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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PDEV, SU 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OF FOOD SHORTAGE IN SOUTHERN SUDAN 

REF: KHARTOUM 3336 NOTAL 

1 . ANNUAL FOOD SHORTAGE IN SOUTHERN SUDAN HAS BEEN COMPOUNDED 
THIS YEAR BY POORLY-TIMED RAINS LAST GROWING SEASON: RAINS 

FELL TOO LATE FOR GOOD PLANTING AND TOO EARLY FOR SUCCESSFUL 
HARVEST. ANNUAL FOOD SHORTAGE IS BASICALLY CAUSED BY ABSOLUTE 
LACK OF MOBILITY WHEN RAINS SWAMP PRIMITIVE ROADS. DISAGREE- 
MENT EXISTS AMONG KNOWLEDGEABLE SUDANESE ON DEGREE TO WHICH 
FOOD SHORTAGE IS EXTRAORDINARY, BUT NO RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL 
WANTS TO ADMIT THAT FOREIGN ASSISTANCE IS ESSENTIAL. 

2. BAHR AL GHAZAL COMMISSIONER VISITED KHARTOUM LAST APRIL 

TO REQUEST EMERGENCY FOOD SHIPMENTS FROM VOLUNTARY AGENCIES. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KHARTO 03362 250907Z 

MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND CULTURE BONA MALWAL RING TELE- 
PHONED SUDAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHHES (SCCL TO SUPPORT REQUEST. 
HOWEVER, BONA 

BACKED OFF WHEN ASKED TO OBTAIN AUTHORITATIVE 
STATEMENT THAT POTENTIAL FAMINE CONDITIONS EXISTED AND 
SCC REFUSED TO ACT WITHOUT SUCH CONCURRENCE FROM SUDANGOV. 
GERMAN AMBASSADOR TOURED SOUTHERN REGION IN JUNE IN COMPANY 
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WITH VOLUNTARY AGENCIES AND RETURNED WITH DETAILED REPORT OF 
EXTENSIVE FOOD SHORTAGES DATED MAY 16 AND PREPARED BY 
SOUTHERN REGIONAL MINISTER OF INTERIOR. GERMAN AMBASSADOR 
WROTE ON JULY 10 THAT M INSTATE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS FRANCIS 
DENG, HIMSELF A SOUTHERNER, HAD ASSURED HIM THAT "FAMINE 
PROBLEM HAD BEEN OVERCOME" FOR TIME BEING WITH SUDAN 
RESOURCES. WHEN MINISTER OF DEFENSE RAISED FOOD SHORTAGE 
WITH DAO JULY 23, HE CITED PRESSURE FROM NIMEIRI'S OFFICE 
(FROM BONA MALWAL?) BUT ALSO BACKED OFF FROM DECLARATION OF 
EMERGENCY WHEN ASKED. SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION (SIM) HAS 
CHARTERED DC-3 FROM SUGAR COMPANY TO FLY GRAIN TO WORST 
AFFECTED AREAS OF SOUTHERN REGION ON JULY 24. CHARTER IS 
COSTING $40-50,000 AND CANNOT BE REPEATED. GRAIN IS FROM 
SUDANGOV ALLOCATED FOR SUCH EMERGENCIES. OTHER VOLUNTARY 


AGENCIES ARE NOT TAKING EXTRAORDINARY ACTION AND, IN FACT, 

KEY PERSONNEL ARE NOT IN KHARTOUM. 

3. RECENTLY ELECTED SOUTHERN REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION BEGAN 

TERM OF OFFICE LAST FEBRUARY WITH MANY PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS 
OF MORE EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP AND IN PARTICULAR PROMISE OF 
DRAMATIC IMPROVEMENTS IN FOOD AND TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS. 
HOWEVER, SOUTHERN LEADERS HAVE NOT ACHIEVED MUCH SUCCESS. 
BECAUSE OF POWER, FUEL AND FOOD SHORTAGES IN JUBA, MANY 
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OF THE SOUTHERN POLITICIANS ARE IN KHARTOUM MUCH OF THE 
TIME, CITING LACK OF COMMUNICATIONS IN JUBA, SUDAN 
AIRWAYS RESUMED FLIGHTS TO JUBA FOLLOWING THE MARCH- APRIL 

SCHEDULE BUT ONLY THREE TIMES A WEEK INSTEAD OF DAILY, AND 
OFTEN FLIES HALF EMPTY DESPITE LONG WAITING LIST OF PASSENGERS. 
MERRICK 
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